
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR THE SUPPORTERS OF CARSHALTON OLD RECTORY 

 
 

THEY SAID YES!  

Permission was granted at the Strategy and Resources committee meeting at the end of 
September for the group to pull together a viable business plan and to apply for a start-up 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 

MEANWHILE….. 
 The meeting with Tessa Hilder of the Architectural Heritage Fund helped to 

concentrate minds.  It is now clear that HLF is unlikely to fund the Arts project in the 
form that we envisaged. This was not the advice we had hoped for and a difficult 
position to accept. 
 

 However, the recent historical survey of the interior had revealed that that the most 

complete Georgian areas were the ground floor, the staircase and one room on the 

second floor, on the south side of the building.  Other rooms contained individual 

items, such as fireplaces, that were of particular interest.  Inspired by this information 

we reformed our ideas and now propose to offer:- 

 

THE GEORGIAN EXPERIENCE 
Inspired by Amanda Vickery’s TV programme ‘Behind Closed Doors’ we propose to show how 

a family would have lived in the Old Rectory during Georgian times.  Not only would the lives 

of the family and their servants be explored but also those tradesmen and workmen from the 

village who would have interacted with the people of the house. 

 

In exploring the Georgian world and to generate income, we would offer dressing-up sessions 

in period style costumes (for school visits and during the holidays), mask making, making 

costume, fan making, wig making, talks on 18th century dress and playing 18th century 

games.  There would still be an arts and craft element with courses provided in the 

rejuvenated basement. 

 

HISTORICAL SURVEY 

John Phillips has completed his comprehensive survey of the building.  His researches have 

uncovered a very complicated history of ownership and a lot of work will be required to 

establish the timeline of ownership as well as the details of those who leased the property. 
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If one of the later owners, Sir William Mallinson had had his way, we would not be frantically 

trying to save the Old Rectory at all.  In a letter to Dr. Peatling on 15th February 1918, he 

wrote that he was considering demolishing the building.  Thank goodness he decided to move 

to the Grange in Beddington Park instead.   

 

‘I know you will think me a most horrible vandal in wanting to pull down the Old 

Rectory, but as a matter of fact, if it was only a little bigger than it is, I much prefer 

the house to the Lodge, for it is much more interesting: at the same time, I came to 

Carshalton purely because I was interested in local work, and could not find a house 

to keep me in touch with the work without going much further away: even with the 

Old Rectory addition the grounds are small enough. 

I am quite aware that I shall be much disliked in Carshalton for cutting up the Old 

Rectory at all, but whatever is natural and beautiful in the grounds I hope to leave.’ 

 

John’s survey has given us a very clear picture of the most important areas of the house and 

the plans below show where the best preserved rooms are (shaded grey).  This information 

will be invaluable in developing our ideas for the Georgian Experience. 

 

 

The ground floor. 

 

The first floor. 

 

The attics. 

 

The basement. 



MEMBERSHIP OF CORA 

A big thankyou to those of you who have joined CORA. Your support is very much appreciated. 

But, oh dear, the membership forms didn’t flood in as we hoped!  

We really need your support.  Numbers matter.   When making their 
assessment of the Old Rectory project, HLF will look at how many people 
support the project through their membership of CORA.  The more members 
we have the better our chances of obtaining a grant.  

Please take the next step and become a member by completing the membership form (2nd 
attachment) and sending it to our membership secretary, Connie Beighton.  Your £10 (per 
household) will help us to expand our membership and to advertise the Old Rectory project 
more widely.  
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH  

We’d like to hear from you.  Ideas, comments and suggestions welcome.  Just email: 
savetheoldrectory@ gmail.com or sue.horne1@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

 


